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In Japan, passenger ships are important means of transportation and the vital facilities for islands.

Passenger ships should transport disabled persons safely as well.

To reduce the barriers for disabled

persons in all transportation facilities, “Transportation Accessibility Improvement Law” was entered
into force on May 17, 2000. However, installation of barrier-free systems and their appropriate
arrangements are difficult for comparatively small passenger ships. We have been engaged in the
research on the barrier-free for passenger ships to achieve safe and more comfortable voyage for
disabled persons. For these purposes, we have investigated barriers that disabled passengers
encounter in existing passenger ships and enumerated their problems. In this paper, tentative results

of investigation and other works are presented.
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Table 1 Barrier on passenger ships
Items of Barrier Substance
Ship motion Less than about 10 degree
Tidal range Slope angle change of a gangway
Sill 150mm
Off shore Basically a closed system in a ship
L Less space for barrier-free
Limitation of space .
equipment
10
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Table 2 Required items depending on disabled passengers along their routes in ships
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3.1.

Photo 1 An accommodation ladder



20 Photo 2 A gangway 1
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