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Jub 7 2014

Hideaki SAITO

Director

International Negotiations Office

Ocean Development and Environment Policy Division
Maritime Bureau

Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT)
2-1-3 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku

Tokyo 100-8918 JAPAN

Dear Mr. Saito,

The Coast Guard and the Environmental Protection Agency of the United States thank you for your
outstanding leadership of the informal group of countries that urged the Parties to Annex VI to the
International Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships to retain the 2016 effective date for
the Tier III NOx limits.

Your commitment to the success of Annex VI is inspirational. You gathered our group, provided
direction, consolidated supporting positions, and strengthened our arguments in favor of reducing ship
emissions. Your efforts were rewarded at the International Maritime Organization, and now the emission
reductions that are so important for air quality improvements in both the United States and Canada will
be achieved as originally anticipated.

We are very grateful to you on behalf of the millions of our citizens who will breathe cleaner air, enjoy a
cleaner environment, and lead healthier lives as a result of your work.

It is truly a pleasure to work with you and the Japanese delegation on this and other issues at the
International Maritime Organization, and we look forward to many more years of close and friendly
cooperation.

Sincerely,

:—3=-5€;‘; TTQ’LH‘_* C’QA\J\_/Q_% _D ; \/\’\/‘_/’_Q
Janet G. McCabe Vice Admiral Charles D. Michel

Acting Assistant Administrator Deputy Commandant for Operations

Office of Air and Radiation U.S. Coast Guard

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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