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Abstract 
 

In order to contribute to the development of the Hong Kong International Convention for the 
Safe and Environmentally Sound Recycling of Ships, 2009 (the Hong Kong Convention) in 
International Maritime Organization (IMO), National Maritime Research Institute has carried out 
a research on the Inventory of Hazardous Materials, which is one of the requirements of the Hong 
Kong Convention.  

A prototype of traceability system for the development and management of the Inventory was 
developed and the Ship Material Traceability System (SMATS) was proposed as a framework of 
information management for the Inventory. Furthermore, a trial to collect information of chemical 
substances contained in materials, equipment and machinery composed of a real new ship using 
an electronic data form was carried out. 

Taking into account the results of the research, a draft of “The guidelines for the development of 
the Inventory of Hazardous Materials” was developed and submitted to IMO as a joint proposal of 
Japan and Germany. It was finalized and adopted in the 59th meeting of Marin Environment 
Protection Committee (MEPC 59) in IMO. Based on the guidelines, a manual for the development 
of the Inventory was prepared for small domestic shipbuilders. 
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