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Fundamental Analysis for Utilization of Trade Statistics
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Hiroyuki KOSAKA

Abstract

This paper describes the problem and the utilization of trade statistics. The problem known as
the discrepancy of trade statistics is defined as differences between trade flows reported as
imports and the same flows reported as exports. The problem is treated by analyzing value data of
trade statistics, and is not dealt by detail analyzing quantity data of trade statistics. In this paper,
the author reviews existing studies about the discrepancy of trade statistics, and analyzes
characteristics of the discrepancies by using trade statistics in Asia, especially focusing on
quantity data. This paper shows utilizing quantity data of trade statistics gives useful knowledge
to adjust the discrepancies. Furthermore, as the utilization of trade statistics, this study
examines an estimation method for international seaborne container transportation cost based on
trade statistics. Accuracy of the estimations is influenced by data discrepancies in trade statistics.
This study evaluates the quality of estimations calculated from adjusted trade statistics by
comparing to OECD maritime transport costs database.
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