It is extremely important to classify accident factors systematically in order to take effective countermeasures and reduce the
risk of accidents. The aim of this study is to classify capsizing and sinking factors so as to propose a checklist that can
facilitate analyses of future accidents. Investigation reports on capsizing and sinking accidents published by the Japan
Transport Safety Board between 2008 and March 2017 were surveyed. All factors concerning the accidents were extracted
and categorized into eight classifications based on their characteristics. Then a checklist was proposed for analyzing capsizing
and sinking accidents. The checklist was applied to the accidents surveyed in this study which mostly involved ships less than
5 gross tonnages or shorter than 5 m. Refraining from navigation in bad weather was found to be the most effective
countermeasure against capsizing and sinking. Flooding, which occurred most frequently among all the classified factors in

both capsizing the sinking, is the factor that requires countermeasures during navigation. The checklist is expected to
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facilitate accident analyses for future capsizing and sinking accidents.
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