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An investigative study of barrier-free of passenger ships and seamless

means of transferring in areas of isolated islands

by

Keiko MIYAZAKI, Koichi HIRATA and Chihiro NISHIZAKI

Abstract

In response to an aging society in Japan, aging rate of many areas especially in isolated
islands has mounted. We conducted a research to invigorate marine transportation in those areas.

Actually, we conducted survey on the technical regulations and guidelines for barrier-free of
passenger ships in both Japan and several foreign countries. As a result we have recognized the
difference on assistance by ship’s crew and information service for aged or disabled persons. These
referential provisions have a possibility to be taken into the Japanese barrier-free law i.e., “Act on
Promotion of Smooth Transportation, etc. of Elderly Persons, Disabled Persons, etc.”

Aiming to understand the situation of barrier-free of passenger ships in isolated islands in
Japan, we conducted field investigation in several areas of isolated islands. We have perceived the
present state of barrier-free of passenger ships and means of transferring to other transportation
facilities in those areas.

Investigative study shows various examples of available barrier-free equipment and future
work to improve barrier-free of passenger ships. And the concept of piggy-back type passenger ship
is described, as an example of seamless transportation system in isolated islands. We hope those

conclusions can be useful to invigorate marine transportation in those areas.
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