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(57) Abstract: The present invention enables navigation control of an underwater vehicle by set-
ting an optimum underwater navigation route with respect to a reference. The route setting meth-
od is provided with: an underwater navigation point input step S12 for inputting underwater nav -
igation points of the underwater vehicle; a target value setting step S14 for setting initial target
values at the underwater navigation points; an underwater navigation simulation step S22 for sim-
ulating an underwater navigation route of the underwater vehicle by using water bottom topo -
graphy data and the target values on the basis of a dynamics model of the underwater vehicle; and
a target value update step S28 for updating the target values on the basis of an evaluation function
which is calculated on the basis of the underwater navigation route obtained through the simula-
tion in the underwater navigation simulation step S22. Optimum target values are derived by re-

[Cememonmieze | peating the underwater navigation simulation step S22 and the target value update step S28.
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